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that deepened their faith of the importance of story writing. Consequently, their

stories were their own humane and civilized project.
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Functions of the place are related with the techniques of its description. The more
these techniques are, the more functions are. There are four functions:

1- The illusive function: the narrator presents in his description of the place the

outer world to delude the reader that what the story shows is just reality.

2- The recorded-documentary function: the narrator mentions real events and real

places.

3- Aesthetically/poetic function: the poetic place is related with the ability of

language to express the local imaginations that the narrator represents. Here, place

has meaning.

4- Ornamental-decorative function: here, description is just for the sake of

description. The narrator's desire to show his honesty in describing the real world

would be clear.

The third chapter represents the relationship between place and time. It
singles out the order of (Gerard Genet). The chapter also introduces the perfect
balance in which the time of the narration and the time of the story become equal.
It shows the flashback and the coming events and the interference of place and
time. It also presents the process of place and time which is represented in two
forms:

First, the place is fixed and time goes on. Second, the place moves and the time is
fixed. The place moves in one of the following ways: Bringing a vehicle to the
story narration and watching the change that overcomes the place as it transforms

from one aspect into another.

The three storywriters have bravely chosen their places to express their
humane, economic, social, and inner crisis. They succeeded in showing their deep
understanding of the societies of their stories, so they wrote about its faults and

corruption. Their goal to reach freedom, truth, and justice was a preoccupied idea
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The dualism of east/ west: this dualism reflects opposition in direction which
shows social and humane disagreement between both east and west.

All these dualities go in parallel with the dualism of (individual/ others). The
individual fails to keep in touch with the others as this individual is shown lonely
in his narrow closed place and unable to act and change; while others, in their open
places, have deepened the loneliness and isolation of this individual. All their
places have turned into nightmares frightening the individual and causing him
pain.

2- Specification and particularization

3- Ignoring the place

4- Variety and multiplicity

The place could be accurately specified in a way that doubts you as real. It may
also be completely ignored, so the narrator would not describe anything related to

it. He may rely on the variety of the places.

The second chapter introduces the description of the place and its function.

There are five kinds of place description:
- The direct sensation of the narrator: knowing the place is connected in the mind
of the narrator with putting dimensions to it as he depends on his senses to present
his description of all the places.
- Successive description: the narrator presents an accurate and comprehensive
description of the place.
- A bird's-eye view: the narrator shelters in a high place to watch all the places he
wants to describe.
- Narrative description: the narrator mixes description with narration. He does not

stop the time of the story. Time goes on to participate in the process of events.
- Narrative dialogue: the description of the place takes place through the dialogue

of the characters among each other.
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Place in the Syrian Story
( Abd-Elsalam Al-Ojaily, Walid Ekhlasy, and Haidar Haidar as

prototypes)

The interest of the modern Arabic critical speech in the place has started
since the eighties of the past century, exactly when (Ghalib Halsa) has translated a
book entitled "The Aesthetics of Place" for the French (Gaston Bashlar). Many of

the Syrian storywriters have taken the place to be a central core in their stories
which includes its dimension, meaning, and function. Those storywriters were
chosen for their reception of the place. They also represent various stages of the
ways in which the Syrian storywriters handled the place as an effective and artistic

phenomenon that plays an important role in story narrating.

The first chapter introduces the techniques of place formation in the stories
of the three storywriters (Al-Ojaily, Ekhlasy, and Haidar). These techniques are
specified with:

1- The dualism of opposite places: this research depends on the notion of dualism
of opposite place which (Yuri Lotman) presented in classifying places according to
its characteristics, movement, and function.

The dualism of open place/ close place: this dualism goes back to the notion of
connection between the narrator or the character who tells the story and the others.
This dualism goes in parallel with the (individual/ others) dualism.

The dualism of the city/ non city: the city represents the rejected real place. On the
other hand, the place of the non city is specified as nature.

The dualism of old place/ new place: the event circulates around the trail of some
characters to keep their old place, and then their failure followed by the rise of the

new place instead.
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